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DOE’s REBUILD AMERICA PROGRAM WORKS WITH 

ROW HOME RESIDENTS TO BEAT THE HEAT

First Philadelphia Cooling Workshop Helps Row Home Residents Save Up to 35 Percent in Energy Savings

PHILADELPHIA, April 29, 2002 -- U.S. Department of Energy’s Rebuild America program, a national network of over 440 partnerships committed to improving communities through energy efficiency, today announced its sponsorship of the first Philadelphia Cooling Workshop.  The workshop, presented by DOE’s Philadelphia regional office, City of Philadelphia’s Municipal Energy Office and Solutions for Progress, will address the needs of Philadelphia row homeowners and use this workshop as a stepping-stone for producing a nationally replicable strategy to increase energy efficiency in up to 35 percent in row homes across the country.  

“Through the Rebuild America program, many communities and businesses are saving energy dollars and reinvesting in their communities by improving buildings and stimulating the local economy,” said Ellen Lutz, Director of the U.S. Department of Energy’s Philadelphia Regional Office.  “The City of Philadelphia, through the Municipal Energy Office, is one of the region’s Rebuild America partnerships that is investing in their community and the people who live in it,” added Lutz.


The Philadelphia Cooling Workshops are energy-saving workshops that provide technical and financial solutions for a more affordable and healthier home.   Philadelphia’s older, urban row homes, many dating back to the early 1900’s, trap heat and humidity during summer, creating an uncomfortable “urban heat island” effect that is an energy drain as well as a significant health threat for many residents.  The residential sector accounts for 30 percent of energy consumption in the nation and 19 percent of green house gases.  These energy workshops, which were developed to support urban neighborhoods, can spur reinvestment of the homeowners energy-savings, provide business opportunities for local contractors, raise the overall value of the home and create a healthier environment.  


Row homeowners that are most affected by the nationally increasing costs of energy are low- and moderate-income residents.  In 2000, low-income residential consumers spent 19 percent of household income on energy, up from 14 percent in 1999.  Many moderate-income households face budget pressures that set them back to low-income levels, but they are ineligible for assistance. 


“These are the people that make too much money to qualify for government assistance with their utility bills and too little to implement energy and water conservation improvements that don’t offer quick cash savings in their monthly bill,” said Robert Brand, president of Solutions for Progress, Inc.  “These are the very people least able to pay more than necessary for energy and water use.  Yet they do. We can change that,” added Brand.

Philadelphia’s Cooling Workshop will demonstrate that energy efficiency makes economic sense for moderate- to low-income homeowners, is good business for local contractors, leverages neighborhood economic development, contributes to building a strong community and strengthens our nation’s energy independence policies.  

The Philadelphia Cooling Workshop is free and will be held on Tuesday, April 30 through Wednesday, May 1 at the Community College of Philadelphia.  For more information contact Deborah Wyse at 215-557-8122 or email at phillycool@solfopro.com or register on line at www.solfopro.com/files/PhiladelphiaCooling.htm.

About Rebuild America

Rebuild America is a network of 400 partnerships that are dedicated to saving energy, improving building performance, reducing air pollution, and enhancing the quality of life through energy efficiency.  Created by DOE in 1994, Rebuild America serves as a tool for community revitalization and job creation in many U.S. communities.
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